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Okehampton Bay
The Tasmanian salmon industry is 
fortunate to have the expertise of Linda 
Sams, who was a pioneer in the Canadian 
industry and is now recognised as a global 
expert on sustainable salmon farming.

• Tassal’s Okehampton Bay salmon farm is a  
$30 million investment into regional Tasmania.

• The lease is around 7km from Spring Beach 
and more than 8km from Maria Island.

• The lease will be visible for some portions of 
the journey to Maria Island from the Maria 
Island Ferry, however, it is important to 
recognise this is similar to the Bruny Island 
tourist experience, which feedback highlights 
becomes a point of interest for those exploring 
the Island.

• The lease will have 28 salmon cages over  
80 hectares.  

• Tassal will not farm finfish in Mercury Passage. 
The monitoring stations across the northern 
end of Mercury Passage and near Orford are 
to provide background sampling data for the 
baseline survey for Okehampton.

• Independent economic modelling has 
demonstrated that the Okehampton Bay 
operation, once at full capacity, will provide 
an economic contribution to Tasmania of more 
than $80 million, and generate over 250 jobs 
within the supply chain, scientific community 
and broader economy.

Head of Sustainability at Tassal, Linda has 30 years’ 
experience in salmon farming, drawing from a strong science 
background and experience across international companies. 
Linda believes firmly in guidance by environmental science 
and was instrumental in pursuing the highest standards of 
accreditation through the Aquaculture Stewardship Council 
(ASC), which saw Tassal in 2014 become the first salmon 
company globally to receive full ASC certification across all 
its sites. Tassal has a long history of excellent compliance 
and Linda and her team work closely with the peak scientific 
and environmental bodies both in Tasmania and nationally, 
including IMAS, NRM, CSIRO and ASC.

“Through our partnership with WWF Australia and our ASC 
certification, Tassal is a pioneer in responsible aquaculture 
in both Australia and globally,” Linda said. “WWF Australia 
provides us with expert advice on the development and 
implementation of our sustainability strategy and action plan 
as well as through the various stringent stages of the ASC 
certification process. 

While we always strive to achieve 100% compliance, this 
is not always possible, so, we have a strong commitment to 
continuous improvement across all our business practices.” 

Scientific assessments at Okehampton Bay, reveal:

• The first baseline environmental assessment for the lease 
was conducted in 2000. Tassal initiated its own water 
quality sampling work in August 2014 and over two years 
conducted consecutive monthly sampling of temperature, 
salinity, dissolved oxygen, nutrient profile and chlorophyll 
and algal samples. This is on top of monitoring and 
baseline studies undertaken by our partner in the project, 
Spring Bay Seafood. 

• The characteristics of Okehampton Bay are like those 
found in South East Tasmania where aquaculture has 
concentrated. Impacts of fish farming are mostly directly 
under and adjacent to cages. That is why compliance 
points are set at 35m from a lease. Tassal adaptively 
manages sites to maintain its footprint on the lease. 

• Studies by IMAS and the Marine Farming Panel 
concluded that ‘the current environmental science  
supports the proposed environmental management and 
monitoring of salmon farming in Okehampton Bay’.

• The studies also found that there is no risk to abalone 
and there is no evidence to suggest salmon farming is 
having a negative impact on flathead numbers. The latest 
scale fish report shows recreational fishing is having the 
greatest impact on flathead populations. People have 
questioned the brown spots sometimes seen in flathead 
flesh. This is caused by a previous injury and increased 
deposits of melanin.

• Developed in 2009, Broadscale Environmental 
Monitoring Programs (BEMP) are recognised as world’s 
best practice for assessing water and sediment quality. 
This is the program Tassal uses. It allows regulators, 
industry and stakeholders to assess ecological conditions 
and adaptively manage sites. 

• While algal blooms are increasing on the East Coast, the 
latest international science shows that there is an unlikely 
link between algal blooms and fish farming. Algal 
blooms can however harm fish, and Tassal conducts daily 
plankton monitoring and has an emergency response 
plan in place in the event of a harmful algal bloom. 
Tassal has invested in an algologist to complement its 
technical team and environmental monitoring. What’s an 
algologist? An algae expert! 

• Okehampton Bay water temperature is comparable to 
existing farming leases.

• Temperature profiles between August 2014 and August 
2016 for Okehampton Bay recorded a minimum 
temperature of 10.3°C (bottom temp in August 2016) 
and a maximum of 19.59°C (surface temperature in 
January 2015). Temperatures at depth were on average 
0.4°C lower than the surface. The longest period of 
water greater than 18°C is 88 days from 31st December 
2015 to 31st March 2016. This coincides with one of the 
hottest summers on record in Tasmania.

• Tassal will undertake a further baseline assessment prior 
to the commencement of farming and the establishment 
of the management regime. 
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ORFORD

TRIABUNNA

Okehampton Bay

Mercury Passage
1 Tassal proposed shore base

2 Eastcoaster Resort

3 Triabunna Mill

4 Private beaches

5 Existing marine lease proposed for Tassal farming

The facts

Tassal‘s Head of Sustainability, Linda Sams, is a highly 
regarded expert in salmon farming.
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Depha Miedecke
SENIOR MANAGER EASTERN 
ZONE OPERATIONS
We caught up with Depha, Senior Manager Eastern  
Zone Operations, to answer a few questions. 

Depha – what size will the 
Okehampton Bay farm be?
The farm is an 80 hectare lease and will 

eventually have up to 28 pens. This will 

be a progressive roll out and in 2017 we 

will have 12, 168m circumference pens. 

The farm will be a multi trophic 
operation. What does this 
mean?
Well, it’s a first for Tasmanian salmon 

farming and fantastic environmentally 

and ecologically. Salmon, mussels, 

seaweed and sea urchins are all grown 

together. 

How will the fish be fed?
Like our other sites, fish will be fed from a 

feed barge, moored in the lease.

When will the  
first fish go in?
We would like to place  
the smolt in August, just for 
welfare purposes, as it exposes 
them to one summer, rather than two, 
which means more time in cooler water. 
This is better for their health, growth 
 and quality.

Depha, you manage a number 
of leases for Tassal in the South-
East, how does Okehampton 
Bay compare in terms of 
conditions?
The conditions in terms of water 
movement and flow are comparable for 
surface, mid-water and bottom flows 
to our Nubeena and Channel leases. 
In particular, our Creeses lease at 

Depha Miedecke has many years salmon farming 
operations experience

Nubeena shares a number of conditional 
similarities and this has been a very long 
term and successful operation for Tassal, 
with a very strong compliance rating, 
currently at 99%, which is excellent.

Are you looking forward to 
operations commencing?
Absolutely! We have seen the great 
benefits Tassal brings to communities. It’s 
not just about our operation and jobs, 
it’s about people and their families. It’s 
about the fact we make a real difference 
to each community we operate in and 
that’s something we are proud of. 

Introducing

Tassal to trial rejuvenation of native 
seaweed species at Okehampton Bay
Farming of multiple species reliant on different sources of 
energy is referred to as integrated multi trophic aquaculture 
(IMTA). The concept is that seaweed will utilise available 
soluble nutrients in the water column, produced both 
naturally and by salmon in nearby cages. 

Tassal is currently trialling three native seaweed species 
for commercial production (giant kelp, common kelp and 
strapweed). All three species are a suitable substitute for 
Japanese nori (used in sushi and various other dishes). 
Seaweed can also be processed into alginates, which have 
a variety of uses in medicine and food - such as ice cream! 

Spring Bay Seafoods currently farms blue mussels in 
the existing Okehampton lease. Their longlines will be 
rearranged to orientate them within the lease alongside 
salmon pens. Seaweed will also be cultured using a 
longline system. 

The sea urchin trial is for both native and introduced sea 
urchins (depending on time of year)

The concept is to collect sea urchins from the wild, then 
feed them with a commercial pellet for approximately 
3 months.  This increases size and quality of the roe.  
Removing urchins from the wild will allow reef systems a 
chance to regenerate.
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SPRING BAY
SEAFOODS

PROPOSED 
STAGED WHARF

Spring Bay

Spring Bay Seafoods 
Shore Base and Tassal 
Proposed Wharf
Tassal proposes to lease a purpose built shore base from 
Spring Bay Seafoods to support aquaculture operations in 
Okehampton Bay.

The initial DA (Development Application) lodged with the 
Glamorgan Spring Bay Council was not advertised twice, as 
required by regulations, and so has now been re-submitted.

The new DA includes the wharf being proposed in 2 stages, 
with the intent being to only proceed with Stage 1 if Tassal 
can find a better way to bring harvested fish to shore (the 
harvesting vessel has a deep draft, requiring the wharf to be 
longer than is needed for other vessels).

Temporary Shore Base
The Spring Bay Seafood barge loading ramp currently being 
built has previously been granted full council approval.

This ramp will be used by Tassal until the full shore base has 
been constructed.

NEW INFRASTRUCTURE 
& TECHNOLOGY

Prosser Plains 
Raw Water 
Scheme
Tassal’s Okehampton Bay 
project is also a key enabler for 
a proposed raw water scheme, 
which would effectively become 
a reliable resource to benefit other operations and the 
broader Triabunna/Orford community.

The proponent of the PPRWS is the Glamorgan Spring Bay Council. 
Their Project Manager, David Burt, said the proposed raw water 
scheme would draw on winter flooding volumes from the Tea Tree 
Rivulet, which would be captured, stored and supplied to various 
users across the full year.   

“The initial two main users of the proposed resource benefits would 
be Tassal’s Okehampton Bay development and the Solis Golf course 
development at Louisville Point,” David said.

“There are also currently expressions of interest for this water resource 
from other potential users, particularly in the agricultural sector.”

David said the need for a water scheme in the area had been a 
point of discussion for more than 10 years and this proposal stood 
to be a reliable resource to the broader community given the highly 
variable rainfall trends.

The proposal would not see rate payers out of pocket with the 
scheme underwritten by Tassal and other users.  TasWater has 
provided in principle support for the Tea Tree Rivulet Dam  
proposal. A spokesperson said “the allocation of 200ML of the 
dam’s capacity for town water supply will provide additional  
security during dry periods”.

A development application for the Prosser Water System is 
expected to be lodged with Glamorgan Spring Bay Council 
before June 30th.

Glamorgan Spring Bay 
Council Project Manager 
David Burt

DID YOU KNOW ...
For every 1 job at Tassal, 5 more jobs are 
generated. Together with the existing roles 
at Tassal’s Triabunna processing factory, 
Okehampton Bay operations will fuel an 
additional 250 jobs across the supply chain, 
scientific community and broader economy. 
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and my mum’s family also has long 
connections with the area. All my cousins 
on both sides have attended both Orford 
Primary and Triabunna District High 
school at one point in time – that’s 28 
kids in total!

I have great memories of 
when the forest industry 
was thriving when I was 
a kid. My parents worked 
flat out and provided 
well for our family. The 
streets were full of kids – 
playing cricket and footy 
after school and enjoying 
fishing together at weekends. 

I have personally lived through the effects 
of the forest industry collapse and have 
seen a small town brought to its knees. 

Survival was hard. It was extremely tough 
on families. I watched my friends pack 
up and leave with their families, only to 
return at weekends to enjoy the activities 
we loved doing so much together.

QSport is the name of the game at 
Triabunna, tell us about it?

AMy entire family has been involved 
with numerous sporting clubs – you 

name it, we’ve played it! Football, cricket, 
softball, netball, surfing, golf, bowls! 
Footy is the main one though. Together 
with my brothers, Phil and Leroy, we have 
played with the Triabunna Roos since the 

1990s. We have each won a senior best 
and fairest and we have all coached at 
some point in time – I currently coach my 
twin boys in the U 13s and my other son 
in U8s. 

 

QWhat is the future you want for  
your boys?

AThe dwindling numbers at the 
primary school have been a 

challenge. My twins, for example, were to 
enter Grade Six at Orford this year – but 
they were the only two students enrolled 
in that class, so we have relocated them 
to Triabunna. That’s a first for my family 
in four generations and speaks volumes 
to the families who have left here as there 
is nothing left to offer. 

I can’t wait for Tassal’s operations to 
commence. I want to see my community 
flourish again. The investments that are 
set to follow on from this are significant 
and the opportunities this provides my 
kids will be incredible. This is not just 
important, it is critical.

“I’m passionate about development in  
our area and the opportunities it provides  
our kids. It’s the future we have been hoping 
for here.”

ROB TAYLOR  
TASSAL TRIABUNNA FACTORY MANAGER

QWe understand you were going 
to move to Queensland, how did 

the opportunity with Tassal change your 
mind?

AMy wife Emma and I had been 
considering moving to Queensland 

for some time, until Tassal’s factory build 
in Triabunna in 2015 enabled me to 
conduct welding work, which eventually 
went on to me working directly for Tassal, 
employing five other local people and 
two tradespeople. I was offered the 
position of Factory Manager last year. 

QTell us what it was like to grow up 
in Triabunna?

AI’ve been part of the local community 
here my whole life. My father’s 

family goes back four generations locally 

Rob Taylor, a fourth-generation, passionate Triabunna 
local was hard pressed to find meaningful employment 
close to home. He was set to relocate to Queensland until 
an opportunity to stay close to the community he loves was 
offered by Tassal.

Rob Taylor with wife Emma. 
Rob is a fourth generation  
Triabunna/Orford resident.

Meet our team

Rob and Emma’s sons are passionate Triabunna Roos players. The 
older twins, were enrolled in grade six and were the only two students 
enrolled – demonstrating how many families have left the area.

Tassal plans to ensure Okehampton Bay and the East Coast region are not subject to  
any marine debris as a result of salmon farming. A hotline will be established to report 
any issues.

The company is committed to ensuring debris does not pollute our pristine waterways.

Tassal prides itself on being an industry leader when it comes to participation in 
community shoreline clean ups – it recently contributed 255 man hours to a Tassal-led 
collaborative initiative in partnership with Cradle Coast NRM on the State’s West Coast. 

Tassal recognises the hard work of volunteer committees operating in Tasmanian 
communities to sustain and improve their environments. Tassal is a keen supporter of 

these organisations and proactively participates in their events events. Tassal works 
closely with Tasmania’s peak environment body, Natural Resource Management, 

to achieve good environmental outcomes. 

Tassal is proudly part of the Prosser Catchment Draft Review Committee 
and Friends of Triabunna Reserves, proactively participating in strategic 

workshops and organised shoreline clean up activities.

Rolling our sleeves up on shore

Andrew Hunter
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Multiple Local Job Opportunities
OKEHAMPTON BAY

As an Employer of Choice, we provide 
a professional and highly rewarding 
environment for our team of over 1,200.  
We pride ourselves on our industry 
leadership position as we strive for 
excellence across our five critical factors 
of success (5P’s) – Our People, Our 
Planet, Our Product, Our Process and 
Our Performance.

We are currently looking to fill multiple 
roles for our Okehampton Bay farm. We 
also assume that some of our current 
processing workers may transfer to our 
farm and therefore may have a number 
of processing opportunities available. 

What we have on offer are fantastic 
local career opportunities covering the 
following aspects of our operations:
• Divers
• Feeders 
• Skippers
• Security (night watch)
• Processing

For these positions our aim is to give 
suitable local applicants priority.

Full training will be provided. As an 
example if you are interested in starting a 
dive career, diving qualifications can be 
gained through Tassal’s fully paid  
dive course.

Safety is our highest priority and  
therefore as part of our regular 
recruitment process you will be required 
to attend a pre-employment medical 
assessment and Drug and Alcohol screen. 

We understand that not everyone has 
been through this type of selection process 
previously, so we are going to assist 
people in pre-selection activities, such as 
resume preparation and interview tips.

For further information about job 
opportunities, the support services  
available for applying and the Tassal 
recruitment process email us at: 
easternjobs@tassal.com.au

• Start your career in Aquaculture or Processing.
• Multiple job opportunities in farming & factory.
• On the job training provided.
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Neil Edwards is well known to the East Coast 
Community.  Involved across a myriad of community 
and business organisations, Neil is also proud to 
sponsor and support a number of local clubs and events.

“The reason I am behind Tassal is because I care about the 
future of our kids and towns,” he said.  “We have an opportunity 
for our town to grow unlike so many regional areas.”
Neil shared the excitement of one family he knows where finally, 
the father is coming home.

“He has been fly-in-fly-out for years as he had not been able to 
get a job locally.  I can’t even begin to tell you the excitement 
this family feels with their dad coming home to work for Tassal,” 
Neil said.  “It’s truly heart-warming. Now he can help rebuild 
our community.”

Like many locals, Neil supports the excellent tourism ventures 
in the town, but acknowledges they are seasonal.

“Maria Island walk, an iconic local tourism business is closing 
for winter,  East Coast Cruises also closes for winter,” he said.  
“These are all good and important enterprises that shut down for 
around four months of the year. This unfortunately doesn’t pay a 
mortgage for an employee.”

Neil said the chance to attract people who have left the area, 
and entice new people to the area, is exciting from a community, 
school and sporting group perspective.

“One extra kid can mean a class stays open, or a team gets 
enough players to compete,” 
Neil said.   “One extra 
adult helps to keep Rotary 
and Lions alive, both who 
struggle for numbers. One 
extra wage helps keep 
local businesses afloat, 
particularly over the winter 
months.”

Neil said he knows of one 
business he is involved in 
that is looking to open in 
Triabunna due to Tassal’s plans.  “This is how it works.  One 
industry creates many opportunities for other businesses to grow, 
employment to thrive and a service that will benefit all.”

“Thanks Tassal for spending your money and giving our town a 
bright future!”

Neil Edwards says the reason he 
supports the operation is for the future 
it provides his kids and the town.

One job can mean so 
much to a small town. 
Tassal is not bringing one 
job, but dozens! Imagine 
the positive impact!

ONE  
INDUSTRY,  
MANY 
OPPORTUNITIES

ADRIAN HOBDEN, 
Maintenance Officer – Tassal
“I’ve lived here all my life. I am a proud fourth generation Orford resident 
and the future for the first time in a long time feels brighter. I’ve experienced 
what it’s like not having job security. Having the opportunity now to work for 
Tassal means I can do things like plan a holiday with my family. My son is 
14 and I think it’s great he will have options for work centered around his 
passion - the water! As a local I can absolutely say that support for Tassal’s 
operation here, from the vast majority of people who actually live and work 
here, is extremely high.”

CRAIG BAILEY,  
Operations Manager – Spring Bay Seafood

“Following the closure of the Woodchip Mill in 2011, I was fortunate 
to gain employment with Spring Bay Seafoods and am now 
Operations Manager. This is an exciting and diverse role within the 
aquaculture sector growing a great product in Blue Mussels for the 
domestic and export market. We are an industry world leader and 
I am excited to partner with the Tassal project, which will see some 
positive synergies growing mussels and salmon side-by-side. The 
Tassal project will provide the community with so many opportunities. 
I have watched our community slowly slide backward since the Mill 
closure and sadly many families moved away to seek employment 
elsewhere. I married a local girl and our kids have been raised here. 
Having opportunities will enable families to reconnect with the area 
and gain employment. Welcome home.” 

How important is the Tassal 
development to you personally?

Craig Bailey (top left) with his family

Weeding’s Okehampton 
pastoral farm to overlook 
salmon farm

Paul Weeding, Okehampton property owner

‘‘After living at Triabunna for 56 years overlooking 
Okehampton Bay I can definitely say I am a local!

I am a second generation farmer and continue to live with my wife 
Jean on the family property.

I have seen the town at its best when employment was strong, 
the local school was thriving and the streets were full of kids and 
families laughing, playing cricket and loving the country life that 
Triabunna and the East Coast can offer during good times. 

When my children attended the local school there were 465 
students, numbers are now around 150.

While growing up, my father was the local Warden, the same role 
now referred to as the Mayor. Our family was extremely community 
minded and through my life I have continued that legacy, raising 
funds for Rotary and helping those in need whenever possible. We 
held a lunch for 700 people at our Okehampton property on the 
recent Easter weekend and raised more than $20,000 for various 
cancer charities and the Menzies Research Centre.

In recent years I have travelled around Australia with my wife and 
been saddened to see beautiful country towns affected by low 
employment and industries closing down.  

I look forward to Tassal bringing life and employment to our 
community at Triabunna.  Despite some reports, rest assured the 
salmon farming proposal is strongly supported by the Triabunna 
local community who want to see a better future for themselves and 
their children.

I also believe tourism and aquaculture can go hand in hand.  
There’s examples of these two industries working side by side in 
many places, but also in Tasmania.

It happens in Strahan with the large tourist boats, also in the 
Derwent and D’Entrecasteaux Channel where you see ferry 
operators taking tourists past salmon farms as a highlight of 
the tour.
I have looked over Okehampton Bay my entire life.  It has 
been a working lease for many years and I have a good 
relationship with Phil Lamb from Spring Bay Seafoods who has 
been growing mussels on this site for more than 15 years. 
My wife and I will directly overlook the salmon pens when 
they are installed at Okehampton Bay and I am proud to say 
I support the salmon industry. I hope other Tasmanians will 
look at the benefits of Tassal’s development and consider the 
positive aspects for Triabunna. 
Like everyone, I want to see strict regulations around 
monitoring and compliance in the salmon farming industry but 
I have confidence this can be achieved through the EPA and 
the State Government.”  Paul Weeding

OKEHAMPTON BAY –   THE LOCALS HAVE THEIR SAY
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We asked ...
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Mussel farming operates side-by-side 
with salmon and other aquaculture in 
many countries around the world. We 
are really excited about developing some 
on-farm synergies together with Tassal’s 
operations and species.  I believe that 
with some careful work, we can add to 
the overall productivity of our marine 
farms in a really positive way and at 
the same time satisfy the never-ending 
appetite from chefs and consumers for 
more award-winning produce. Seaweed, 
sea urchins and salmon produced in our 
water here, have the potential to be in 
a class of their own and that excites me;  

after all, as farmers, that’s what we do!  
What an amazing opportunity for the 
Tasmanian brand!

I know we can do this and respect the 
environment at the same time - with 
a nod to the traditional owners of 
this land and to the other users of the 
marine environment with whom we 
share a right of access. Our company 
has won the ‘Friend of the Sea Global 
Aquaculture Award’ and many other 

state and national product; business and 
environment awards. We have put Spring 
Bay on the menu in restaurants around 
the country and beyond, and we remain 
excited about what this project will add 
to the future for our employees and the 
community of Triabunna,  not just in jobs 
and economics but in community spirit, 
growth and well-being!”

SPRING BAY 
SEAFOODS 
PHIL LAMB
“I was raised on a dairy farm in New 
Zealand and came to Tasmania in 2001 
to develop an integrated and sustainable 
shellfish business. 

Like many farmers, we have struggled 
with storms, floods and viruses - which 
have at times nearly brought us to our 
knees. 

But underneath, are the natural assets 
- a great marine environment and the 
growing conditions that help us produce 
some of the most loved blue mussels in 
Australia and South East Asia. 

We proudly supply Spring Bay 
mussels to restaurants; retailers 
and consumers all over Australia 
and in more than seven countries 
in Asia. In addition, since building 
our bivalve hatchery eight years 
ago we have also supplied 
hundreds of millions of baby oyster 
spat to the pacific oyster industry in 
Australia.

Over the last 16 years in Tasmania 
and having been involved in aquaculture 
and the Australian and global seafood 
industry, I have also come to learn who 
some of the other excellent operators 
are. Our salmon industry is among the 
best, with Tassal well known globally 
for its long history of excellent marine 
stewardship.  We are extremely proud 
to be a partner with Tassal in the 
development of our under utilised marine 
farm in Okehampton Bay.

Rob Taylor with wife Emma. 
Rob is a fourth generation  
Triabunna/Orford resident.

I know we can do this and respect the 
environment at the same time - with a nod to 
the traditional owners of this land and to the 
other users of the marine environment with 
whom we share a right of access. 
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Sea-changers welcome an  
employment surge
Chris and Shannon Chapman moved to the Orford/
Triabunna area recently after wanting to make their 
weekend shack get-away location, permanent.

“We lived in Longford and most weekends would come to our 
shack in Spring Bay,” Chris said.

“We saw an opportunity to develop a tourism business here. 
We bought a vacant block and started our own caravan and 
accommodation place. Recently we have also started a charter 
boat business.”

They love the community.

“It’s strong,” said Chris. “It’s small enough that you know 
everyone, but big enough to enjoy the space.”

Chris is the Vice President of the junior football team, a committee 
member of the golf club and a member of Rotary.

“One thing we know is how important a strong local employer is to 
a strong community. We have heard stories from our friends here 
of a town, once proud, suffering as a result of low employment. 
The broken families and the challenges. I have mums and dads 
knocking on my door for work. It’s tough.”

Chris said he also sees opportunity to explore his tourism ventures 
with the fish farming. I’ve seen this done really well in Port Lincoln 

Chris and Shannon Chapman now call their  
weekend getaway hot spot, home

and understand in New Zealand it is also common. He said his 
charter boat would run tourists to the farming precincts to see 
operations in action and to have an education about how the 
seafood is farmed sustainably – from ocean to plate.

“How great is that for our local brand? Some of the best salmon 
and mussels in the world, grown right here in our water. We 
should be very proud of that fact.”

Our commitment to the community

The Triabunna Roos proudly wear the Tassal logo.  
Our employees and their children love the club!

Tassal families love the communities they work in – with 
the majority of employees being long standing residents 
of the areas where they work. They are keen participants 
in recreational fishing, enjoy exploring the environments 
they live in, are members of sports clubs, volunteer and 
community associations. We proudly support the following 
organisations:
• Orford Golf Club;
• Orford Pony Club;
• Orford Triathlon Series – Triathlon South;
• Triabunna FC;
• Swansea CC;
• Spring Bay Rotary;
• Triabunna District School – Education/Careers program.

Do you have a team or group that 
needs support?  
Email us on community@tassal.com.au

OKEHAMPTON BAY –   THE LOCALS HAVE THEIR SAY
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OKEHAMPTON BAY – 
THE LOCALS HAVE THEIR SAY

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU:
tassal.news@tassal.com.au

Dear Edito
r,

Tassal is 
the only c

ompany to 
put their 

money wher
e their mo

uth is and
 invest 

in our are
a. Their r

ecruitment
 cannot co

me quickly
 enough.  

Their fact
ory at 

Triabunna 
is already

 employing
 17 people

 – all loc
als! 

We need to
urism, but

 above all
 we need i

ndustry th
at is goin

g to give 
the 

people of 
this town 

12 months 
of the yea

r employme
nt. One of

 our major
 

tourist de
stinations

 is Straha
n, and the

ir tourist
 industry 

hasn’t suf
fered 

one bit wi
th the sal

mon farms 
and neithe

r will our
s. In fact

, they hav
e 

incorporat
ed it into

 their tou
rist indus

try as we 
could do a

lso. We ha
ve just 

completed 
our touris

t season, 
which has 

been great
, but now 

unfortunat
ely we 

are about 
to enter o

ur dormant
 season. O

ur only ho
pe for a p

ositive fu
ture 

for the pe
ople of Tr

iabunna is
 Tassal. W

e have had
 so many p

romises si
nce the 

demise of 
the woodch

ip industr
y but noth

ing has ev
entuated. 

 

I was born
 in Triabu

nna, as wa
s my late 

husband Wa
yne. We bo

th complet
ed our 

education 
at the Tri

abunna Sta
te School.

 We both w
orked at T

riabunna a
fter 

leaving sc
hool. I wa

s employed
 at the Sp

ring Bay H
otel and W

ayne did h
is 

apprentice
ship at th

e Alginate
 Factory, 

which late
r became T

he East Co
aster 

Resort, no
w known as

 East Coas
t Central.

We were ma
rried at T

riabunna i
n 1973 and

 are bless
ed with fiv

e wonderfu
l 

children. 
In 1980 we

 started o
ur busines

s Taylor M
ade Engine

ering and 
at our 

peak we em
ployed 15 

people. Ov
er the yea

rs we put 
12 local b

oys throug
h their 

apprentice
ships.

Unfortunat
ely as Tri

abunna sta
nds today,

 nobody is
 going to 

have this 

opportunit
y like us 

to start u
p their bu

siness and
 give thes

e young lo
cals 

the start 
like we di

d, because
 to do so 

you need i
ndustry in

 your area
 to 

make your 
business v

iable.

Our busine
ss has ope

rated for 
37 years c

ontinually
, but sadl

y four mon
ths ago 

our weldin
g section 

finally clo
sed its do

ors. Since
 the demis

e of the w
oodchip 

industry, 
Triabunna 

has gone f
rom a vibr

ant town, 
to a dying

 town. We 
no 

longer hav
e fuel at 

Buckland o
r Orford, 

our bakery
 has close

d along wi
th 

our gift s
hop. Our h

ardware st
ore is onl

y just sur
viving, wi

th very li
mited 

stock. Orf
ord Primar

y School h
as no grad

e 6 class 
this year.

 Triabunna
 

school num
bers have 

reduced fr
om between

 450 and 5
00 at its 

peak, down
 to 

approximat
ely 150 pu

pils now.

We also no
 longer ha

ve our Wes
tpac Bank.

  Our foot
ball club 

once had a
n under 

16, reserv
e and seni

or team. I
t now has 

only one s
enior team

. Our unde
r 

age teams 
are strugg

ling to ge
t numbers.

 Nobody co
uld have m

ore love a
nd 

compassion
 for our a

rea than I
 do, but a

ll the lov
e and comp

assion in 
the 

world is n
ot enough 

to save th
is town.

Elaine Taylor.
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